
www.bcmca.ca Marine Atlas of Pacific Canada

description
This atlas page illustrates the areas surveyed for pelagic and nearshore birds across all seasons. Pelagic birds forage primarily in the offshore 
marine environment while nearshore birds forage in the nearshore environment. These species include:

Source data used to develop this map consisted of a range of ground, boat and aerial surveys, which were focused on identifying, counting and 
recording marine birds. Surveys were conducted at sites with defined boundaries and areas or along transects. The transects were buffered depending 
upon the observation width described in the source survey methodology in order to generate a survey area. All of the BC Marine Conservation 
Analysis (BCMCA) 2 kilometre x 2 kilometre planning units that intersect with the survey areas are displayed on the map. This feature displays the 
areas surveyed across all seasons. A map of survey effort by season would look quite different, as effort is not consistent across all times of the year.

Marine Birds – Survey Effort

data sources
•	 Environment Canada (Canadian Wildlife Service) - BC Ferry Surveys
•	 Environment Canada (Canadian Wildlife Service) – Burrard Inlet Environmental Action Plan: Winter Bird Surveys
•	 Environment Canada (Canadian Wildlife Service) – Coastal Waterbird Inventory
•	 Environment Canada (Canadian Wildlife Service) – Moulting Sea Duck Survey 
•	 Environment Canada (Canadian Wildlife Service) – Pelagic Seabird Surveys
•	 Environment Canada (Canadian Wildlife Service) – Triennial Swan Surveys
•	 Environment Canada (Canadian Wildlife Service) – West Coast Vancouver Island Waterbird Survey
•	 Bird Studies Canada - BC Coastal Waterbird Survey
•	 Alan Burger –  Southwest Vancouver Island Shelf Surveys
•	 Alan Burger – Trevor Channel Transects
•	 Capital Regional District – Harbours Atlas
•	 Laskeek Bay Conservation Society – Laskeek Bay Surveys

data resolution 
•	 Survey effort is compiled into 2 kilometre x 2 kilometre planning units. 

date collected
•	 1907-2008 

date compiled
•	 2010
 
reviewers 
•	 Not reviewed. 

reviewer comments
•	 None provided. 

caveats of use 

•	 Survey effort is not consistent across all planning units, across all areas of the coast or across all seasons. Areas with no data may 
not have been surveyed and these data gaps are not necessarily indicative of an absence of nationally or globally listed marine 
birds. 

•	 Survey effort is not consistent across all seasons. 

•	 This feature is a compilation of data collected by many people, for different purposes, using different survey techniques with 
different methodologies within each technique and, therefore, considerable care must be taken when using the data. 

•	 Two additional datasets were received, however, as they only contained observations of Marbled Murrelets, they were not 
included in this list and their extents are not displayed on the map. Those two data sources were: Bernard Schroeder - Central 
Coast Marbled Murrelet Survey and Parks Canada – West Coast Trail Surveys. 

•	 Recommended date of expiry for use of these data in a marine planning context: None provided. 

map, feature data and metadata access
•	 Visit www.bcmca.ca/data for more information.
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* Written scales are approximate and 
are based on a 11 x 17 inch paper size.

*

Note: The inset has been provided to illustrate the level of detail available in the data. 
The inset is for illustrative purposes only and does not imply any significance
to this region.

1:500,000*

Data Sources:
Environment Canada

(Canadian Wildlife Service),
Bird Studies Canada,

Alan Burger,
Capital Regional District,

Laskeek Bay Conservation Society

Base Data:
ESRI Base Data, GeoBase, GeoBC, 
NOAA, Natural Resources Canada,

USGS, Washington State Government

Thematic Data: 
For more information on data sources

and methods please refer to the 
facing page to this map
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