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description

The northern Fur seal (Callorhinus ursinus), a member of the eared seal family (Otariidae), is the second smallest pinniped found on the west 

coast of Canada. Adult males average 2.1 metres in length and can weigh up to 275 kilograms, while adult females are much smaller weighing 30 

to 50 kilograms. Northern fur seals occur from southern California north to the Bering Sea and west to the Sea of Okhotsk and Honshu Island, 

Japan. During the summer breeding season, most of the worldwide population is found on the Pribilof Islands in the southern Bering Sea, with 

the remaining animals on rookeries in Russia, on Bogoslof Island in the southern Bering Sea, and on San Miguel Island off southern California. 

At the rookeries, adult males set up territories in May, females arrive in June and give birth to one pup a few days later. Most pups are weaned 

in November. After the breeding season, all animals leave the Pribilof Islands. Adult females and juveniles migrate through the Aleutian Islands 

into the North Pacific Ocean, often as far south as the Oregon and California offshore waters. Many pups may remain at sea nearly 2 years before 

returning to their rookery of birth. 

The pup habitat on this atlas page was estimated by tracking 166 tagged pups over two winters (Figure 1). The high use areas tend to be the 

west coast of Vancouver Island along the shelf and around Haida Gwaii from December through April. It is estimated that up to half of the 

population that breeds at Russian rookeries passes through BC during migration. The majority of animals using the British Columbia coast were 

tagged at San Miguel Island in California (24 animals over two years). Other pups were tagged at the Pribilof Islands and Bogoslof Island. A few 

Alaskan pups did make it over to Haida Gwaii in spring. Hecate Strait supports a large overwintering population.

Marine Mammals – Northern Fur Seal Pup Habitat

data sources
•	 National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (National Marine Mammal Laboratory)

data resolution 
•	 Habitat areas were digitised from the polygons illustrated in Figure 1.   

date collected
•	 Winters of 2005/2006 and 2006/2007 

reviewers
•	 Dr. Mary-Anne Lea, formerly National Marine Mammal Laboratory (NOAA) 

reviewer comments
•	 None provided. 

caveats of use 
•	 Gaps in the extent of this feature should not be inferred to be an absence of the species. 

•	 Recommended date of expiry for use of these data in a marine planning context: None provided.

map, feature data and metadata access
•	 Visit www.bcmca.ca/data for more information.
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WHICH SHOWS THE FULL EXTENT OF OBSERVED HABITAT USE.
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